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PAGE 01 BEIRUT 02719 08I93IZ 
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ACTION NEA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EUR-25 AID-20 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-11 

FRB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 TRSE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 

SPC-03 CIEP-02 LAB-06 SIL-01 OMB-01 DRC-01 ( ISO ) W 

044743 

R081337ZMAR74 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6808 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 2719 

PASS EXIMBANK 

E.O. 11652: RGXA 
TAGS: BEXP, LE 

SUBJECT: LOCOMOTIVE SALE IN LEBANON 

EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT STATE RAILWAY AUTHORITY HAS 
QUALIEIED ONLY TWO MANUFACTURERS FOR SUPPLY THREE 
1650 H.P. LOCOMOTIVES I,U KOLMEX (POLAND) AND GM. 

BIDS TO BE OPENED ONE WEEK. ACCORDING GM SALES REP 
G.S. GLAIBER, KOLMEX PRICE EXPECTED BE CONSIDERABLY 
LOWER THAN GM. THUS, ATTRACTIVE U.S. FINANCING OFFER 
WOULD STRENGTHEN GM BID. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT 
EXIMBANK NOW STUDYING POSSIBLE LOAN TO LEBANON FOR 
THIS PURPOSE. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND EXIMBANK APPROVAL 
APPROPRIATE FINANCING. 

GODLEY 
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